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PATENT 
Attorney Docket No. 223687 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE RECEIVED 
InreApplic*™.* . CEHTRALFAX CEMTE" 

M.F.M*. AUG3 0MH 

Group Art Unit: 3677 

Application No. 09/980,444 

Examiner James R. Brittain 

Filed: November 14,2001 
For: CLOSURE DEVICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA22313-1450 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 
and/or Substitute Form PTO-1449 ("Form 1449") are submitted for consideration by the 
Examiner in the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered 
into the record of the present application and that the Examiner place his or her initials in the 
appropriate area on the enclosed Form 1449, thereby indicating the Examiner's consideration 
of each of the references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form 1449 is for the purpose of providing a 
complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art to the 
invention claimed in Hie patent application* The right is expressly reserved to establish an 
invention date earlier than the above-identified filing date in order to remove any reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

Further, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a concession that any reference 
represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the right to 
argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to an 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 

The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

□ within any one of the following time periods: (a) within three months of the filing 
date of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 
37 CFR 1 .53(d); (b) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 of an international application; (c) before the mailing date 
of a first Office Action on the merits; or (d) before the mailing of a first Office Action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 
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after (a), (b), (c) or (d) above, but before the mailing date of a final action under 
37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1311, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and includes one oft 

□ the Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" 
below). 

or 

S the fee of $180 set forth in 37 CFR U7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 or a Notice of Allowance 
under 37 CFR 1.31 1, or an action that Otherwise closes prosecution in the application, 
and on or before payment of the issue fee, and includes the Statement under 
37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" below), and the fee of $180 as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p) (see "Fees" below). 

□ after the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR L3 11 , and on or before 
payment of the issue fee, and within thirty days of receiving each item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement, and includes the Statement under 
37 CFR 1.704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d)" below), and the fee of 
$180 as set forth in 37 CFR U7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

NOTE: This is for original applications except applications for a design patent, filed on or after 
May29» 2000. wherein a paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98 is being filed. 



Copies of the References 

E Copies of the references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 
Attached to each reference not in the English language is a concise explanation of the 
relevance pursuant to 37 CFR l,98(aX3). An English-language equivalent/patent, or 
an English-language abstract, or an English-language version of the search report or 
action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application indicating the 
degree of relevance found by the foreign office is being submitted in lieu of a concise 
explanation of the relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3). 

□ A copy of the foreign search report is enclosed herewith* 

□ The references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 were previously identified in the 
parent application^) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
furnished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not 
submitted herewith, so as not to burden the file with duplicate copies of references. 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in 
accordance with the requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 ,98(d), the details of the parent application(s) 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120 in which copies of the 
references were previously furnished are set out below; 
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Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 



□ The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

PI The undersigned hereby states that no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign patent application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no hem of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 
37 CFR 136(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement 



Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) 

□ The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart application and that this communication was not received by 
any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing 
of the Information Disclosure Statement 



Fees 

□ No fee is owed by the applicants). 

The IDS Fee of $180 under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) is enclosed herewith. 



Method of Payment of Fees 

□ Attached is a check in the amount of $ 

[X] Charge Deposit Account No. 12-1216 in the amount of SI 80.00. (A duplicate copy of 
this communication is enclosed for that purpose.) 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

El If any additional fees are owed in connection with this communication, please charge 
Deposit Account No. 12-1216. (A duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed 
for that purpose.) 
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Instructions as to Overpayment 

Credit Account No. 12-1216. 
□ Refund 



Date: August 29, 2003 



John M. Augustyn, Reg. No. 33,589 
LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER, LTD. 
Two Prudential Plaza, Suite 4900 
180 North Stetson 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-6780 
(312) 616-5600 (telephone) 
(312) 616-5700 (facsimile) 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



1 hereby certify that this INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT ffllone with 
^ f do £™!? re f eiTCd to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited S United 
States M Service on the date shown below with sufficient P^£^7^n£S£an 
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Substitute (tor form 144BA/B/PTO 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


09/980.444 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


FMngDate 


November 14. 2001 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


First Named inventor 


Savickf 


Group Art Unit 


3677 


fttee 09 many sfi&Gts as nocoasartf 


Examiner Nama 


Jamas R. Britain 


Sheet | 1 | of | 1 


AtfOntey Docket Number 


223687 (8/29/03) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



&CamJner 
rnftlals 



Doc. 
NO. 



U.S. Patent Document 



AppHeaSon w 
Patent Number 



3.198.228 



4,199.845 



4,736.496 



5.007,142 



5,010,627 



3,020.194 



5,067,203 



5,070.583 
5,088,971 



Kind Code 



Kama of Patentee or Appticant 



NaHo 



Ausnft 



Fisher et a;. 



Herrington 



Harrington et aL^ 



Harrington at al. 



Herrington at al. 



Harrington 



Data of 
Publication 



8/1965 



4/1930 



4/1988 



4/1991 



4/1991 



6/1991 



11/1991 



12/1991 



FOhBOate if 

_jAppmprtoip 



£131.121 



Herrington 



5.161,286 



Harrington, Jr, et al. 



2/1992 



5.1S9J84 



Herrington. Jr. et al 



7/1992 



Herrington etal. 



10/1992 



3/1993 



8,283.932 



Richardson et _L 



5,301,394 



Richardson et al. 



2/1994 



5.301,395 



4/1994 



Richardson et al. 



5,363.540 



4/1994 



6,426,830 



Dais et al. 



Richardson etal. 



11/1994 



5,431,760 



Donovan 



6/1995 



5,442,837 



5,442.838 



Morgan 



7/1995 



Richardson et al. 



8/1995 



5,448,808 



8/1995 



Gross 



5,664.299 
Re. 28.969 



Forehia at al. 
Naito 



9/1995 



9/1997 
9/1976 



Examiner 



Doc 

No. 



Foreign Patent Document 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Office 



Application or 
Patent Number 



Kind 
Code 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 



DaeeofPublteaUon 



Yea 



NO** 



Initials 



Doc 
No. 



OTHER - M OH PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



include name of the author (in CAPITAL Lb 1 1 fcKS), title of ma erode (when appropriate), We or the Ram 
(book, magazine, Journal, serial, aymposkim. catalog, etc), data, page<s). voftahe-fssuo number fe) publisher 

ctty anoVor country where pubfehad. ' 



Translation 



Ye* 



NO** 



L 



Examiner Sfgnatura 



i 



Data Considered 



i 



A cwdae ttatanient of relevance Is being submitted In lieu of a translation. 37CFR t.88fa)n» 
* JS*5_?t!? Lla90 «_u*v_te«*-tenL or an EngfarHanguaga atatwt. or an Enslah^uaga version of the search reoort or ed)on rw * *___>» 
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